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Volodymyr Rychka
«...and Kissed the Crucifix on that». Ethics and Culture
of Interprinces’ Relationships in the Context of the Tradition
of Kissing the Crucifix

This ar ti cle pon ders the tra di tion of cru ci fix-kiss ing brought to Rus from By zan -
tium as early as in Pa gan times. The au thor proves that this re li gious cer e mony be -
came the nec es sary el e ment of oath-mak ing and the norm of po lit i cal in ter ac tion
since Rus was bap tised. In po lit i cal cul ture and ide ol ogy of Rus cru ci fixes be came
uni ver sal means, ca pa ble of both sav ing, bless ing, and pun ish ing. Kiss ing the cru ci -
fix as a sym bol of oath-mak ing sprang to life due to the spe cial sta tus of princes.

Tetiana Vilkul
The Be trayal of the Riazan Princes of 1207: 
Le git i mi za tion of Pun ish ment

In this ar ti cle, the au thor an a lyzes par al lel texts fea tur ing an early thir teenth-cen -
tury case of Suzdal prince Vsevolod Yuriyovych hold ing cap tive the Riazan
princes who were as sumed to have be trayed him. These texts are es sen tial since
they in clude the de scrip tion of fair jus tice per formed by the lord over the trai tors.
This de scrip tion serves as an ex am ple of le git i mi za tion of the pun ish ment.

Beata K. Nikiel
The Trea son of Bohdan S³upica in 1551 (Cir cum stances
of the Cap ture of the Bratslav Cas tle by the Tar tars)

The aim of the text is to shed some light on pre con di tions and cir cum stances of
the Bratslav de fence abil i ties, as well as on the way the Cri mean Tar tar siege un der
the Khan Dewlet Girey in Sep tem ber 1551 de vel oped. In this con text the role
played by the Bratslav Cas tle chief de fen dant Bohdan S³upica act ing as his pleni po -
ten tiary in the ab sence of starost Prince Bohusz Korecki is of spe cial in ter est. A key 
fac tor in Bohdan’s de ci sions and ac tiv i ties seams to be the as sess ment of Bratslav’s
de fense po ten tial. Bohdan deemed a trai tor by his con tem po rar ies as bear ing
the most blame for the hasty sur ren der of the cas tle to the Tar tars and the dev as ta -
tion of a large part of the prov ince, in 1551 he dis ap peared from all the source-ma te -
ri als, and the S³upicas es tates were con fis cated in for fei ture by escheat. This in ci -
dent was to af fect the his tory of the en tire S³upica fam ily for sev eral de cades to
come. Thus, the sec ond part of the ar ti cle traces the way Bohdan’s trea son af flicted



the S³upicas fate. Spe cial at ten tion is be ing paid to the ef forts of the fam ily rep re -
sen ta tives aimed to get back the con fis cated landed prop erty and to re-establish
both its material basis and good standing in the Bratslav area.

Konstantyn Erusalimskyj
«By Man ner of Be trayal». The Livonian War and Ideas of Be tray ing
one’s Moth er land in Rus sia

The prob lem of be trayal is stud ied in the con text of for eign of fice for ma tion in
Rus sia. It is also re lated to var i ous socio-cul tural cat e go ries as so ci ated with the so
called chro no graphic his tory, po lit i cal the ol ogy, im pe rial ide als and mil i tary eth ics. 
The au thor dem on strates that dur ing the Livonian War trea son was in ter preted as
the main cause of Rus sia’s fail ures on the in ter na tional arena. Be trayal was con si d -
e red to be «the mo tif», while the «crime» it self could vary from case to case. Fight -
ing trai tors the Mus co vite lords fought ill think ing which the author had divided
into several categories.

Natalia Starchenko
The «Mas ter – Ser vant» Re la tion ship in the Con text of Im ages
of «Loy alty» and «Be trayal» (on the Sources of Early Mod ern
Volynia and Naddniprianshchyna)

The au thor stud ies phe nom e non of fi del ity and trea son as im por tant com po nent
of the re la tions be tween lord and ser vant on the base of le gal norms and ev ery day
prac tices. From the first glance, these re la tions had the char ac ter of treaty, due to
the sta ble rit ual of es tab lish ing and break ing of these re la tions. How ever, in re al ity
ser vant was giv ing him self into his lord’s power. This oc curred due to sev eral cir -
cum stances: the lack of clearly de ter mined du ties of ser vant and cor re spond ing sal -
ary for these du ties, be cause these re la tions were based not on the prin ci ples of sale
but on the prin ci ples of gift, where the so cial pre-pay ment from lord’s side (i.e.
the in cor po ra tion into gen try com mu nity of proper re gion) was to be paid by dif fer -
ent ser vices from ser vant’s side, there fore the fi nal ac count of lord’s «mercy» and
ser vant’s «fi del ity» was im pos si ble; life of ser vant un der his lord’s ju ris dic tion; ap -
proach to ser vant as his lord’s sym bolic cap i tal, that should insult lord’s honor in
the case of breaking relations on servant’s initiative.

Such a high de gree of per sonal in cor po ra tion of contragents into re la tions and ev -
ery day prac tices caused the fact, that ev ery ac tion of ser vant that did not cor re spond
to his lord views on good be hav ior was treated as break ing the loy alty, as trea son.

The ar ti cle also ex am ines dif fer ent ev ery day prac tices that cor rected the re la -
tions be tween lord and ser vant es sen tially, cre at ing the con di tions for the rel a tive
eman ci pa tion of ser vant from his lord’s power.
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Kateryna Dysa
Be trayal and Loy alty in Mas ter-Ser vant Re la tion ships in the Con text
of Ukrai nian Witch craft Tri als of the 16th – 18th Cen tu ries

So cial dif fer ence of the ac cuser and the ac cused was not a pre con di tion but was
nev er the less pres ent in many Ukrai nian witch craft tri als of the re searched pe riod.
More over, to a cer tain ex tent tri als in volv ing peo ple of dif fer ent so cial or i gin fall
apart from the ma jor ity of cases with so cially equal par tic i pants. In the ar ti cle
the au thor dis cusses the re la tion ship of mas ters and ser vants as they were re flected
in the trial re cords. In many cases, mas ters could bring the ac cu sa tions against their
ser vants but there were other sce nar ios of mas ter-sub or di nate re la tion ships which
were ig nored by re search ers. For ex am ple, mas ters were not only the per se cu tors
but also grateful employers of magic services provided by their servants.

When mas ter-ser vant re la tion ships were in volved in the trial, the char ac ter of
the lat ter would dras ti cally change in most of the cases. Judges, usu ally re luc tant to
make any in ves ti ga tion about witch craft, would sud denly be come ac tive and en thu -
si as tic. They would al low the use of the tor ture and most of ten would pro nounce
the death pen alty for the of fender. In most of the cases, es pe cially those which
ended with ex e cu tion, it was not the crime of witch craft it self that made judges im -
pose se vere sen tences. The ac cu sa tions brought by mas ters against their ser vants
could have been based on pure sus pi cions, when no real harm was done to any one.
What is im por tant is that it was not a witch who was to be pun ished and ex e cuted
but rather a disloyal servant who undermined his master’s trust.

How ever, loyal ser vants could hope for mas ter’s sup port and help in case they
were ac cused of witch craft by the out sider. On the other hand, good ser vants had
chance to dem on strate their loy alty to mas ters whether by wit ness ing in fa vor of
their mas ters ac cused of witch craft, or by play ing the role of the in ter me di ary be -
tween the mas ters and witch craft practitioners.

Natalia Bilous
«Loy alty» and «Be trayal» in the Worldview of Kyiv and Volynian
City-Dwell ers in the 16th – early 17th Cen tury

In the ar ti cle, it is shown how the con cepts of «loy alty» and «be trayal» func -
tioned in the early mod ern ur ban so ci et ies of Kyivshchyna and Volynia. The ex am -
ples shown are taken from the for ma tive sources and court doc u ments. The cases of
ap ply ing those con cepts to pub lic: le gal, ev ery day, and mar i tal lives of city-in hab it -
ants are care fully ex am ined. The au thor con cludes that «loy alty» was first and fore -
most as so ci ated with the loy alty to their city and cor po rate in ter ests. Oath was of
par tic u lar im por tance, as it was con sid ered sa cred. «Be trayal» was con sid ered to be
highly dis ap proved act of ma jor mal ice and dishonesty, so the traitors were
considered criminals.
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Iryna Voronchuk

In fi del ity as the Re sult to Ukrai nian Mar i tal Prac tices in the 16th –

17th Cen tu ries (Based on Early Mod ern Volynian Sources)

The ar ti cle deals with an al most unresearched to date prob lem of mar i tal in fi del -
ity in early mod ern Ukraine. The au thor proves the idea of in de pend ent no ble
woman, pop u lar in Ukrai nian his to ri og ra phy, to be wrong. By an a lyz ing the law
reg u la tions and so cial prac tices the au thor proves that in the 16th and 17th cen tu ries
the no bles fol lowed pa tri ar chal fam ily norms with the hus band ex e cut ing power
over all mem bers of fam ily, wife in cluded. The fi nan cial rea sons for mar riage and
lack of emo tional ties be tween spouses caused not only hus bands act ing bru tal to -
wards their wives but also sel dom were the rea son be hind in fi del ity.

Olexandr Halenko

A Hero-Trai tor or the Ukrai nian Ideal of a Turk ish Ren e gade

Nine teen of Ukrai nian dumas (ep ics), more than one third of the known
fifty-two, are ques tioned for the re sponse of the Ukrai nian so ci ety to the
slave-raids, con ducted by the Ot to man Em pire in the fif teenth through the eigh -
teenth cen tury. Con trary to the ideo log i cal pre cepts, which rep re sent the emer gence 
of Cossaks as one of such responces, these ep ics do not call for mil i tary con tain -
ment of the raids. Rather than this, on the ba sis of pre cise knowl edge of the Ot to -
man slav ery they con struct mod els of be hav ior for po ten tial slaves. The main idea
of dumas was to en cour age Ukrai ni ans to re turn back home. Con ver sion to Is lam
and adop tion of the Ot to man way of life were se verely rep ro bated, but for give ness
was granted to those ren e gades who would help their breth ren and com pa tri ots to
flee back home, which was praised as a he roic act initself. This ideal model sup -
ported the idea of eth nic sol i dar ity and thus helped in cristallization of the Ukrai -
nian na tional iden tity. It was not ac ci den tal that the duma «Marusia Bohuslavka»,
which de vel oped the best charachter of an ideal ren e gade, for a long time re mained
a source of the nationalistic aspirations for modern Ukrainian writers and artists.

Urshula Augustyniak

The Abom i na ble Con spir a cies, or the Prob lem of Be trayal

in Com mon wealth in Vasa’s Times

The 16th – 17th cen tury Eu rope was a scene of re li gious wars and mag nates re bel -
lions against mon ar chy. In this time of «uni ver sal con spir acy» trea son was treated
as nor mal tool for po lit i cal ac tiv ity of elites. How ever, the anal y sis of sources (pri -
vate and of fi cial cor re spon dence, res o lu tions and con sti tu tions of Di ets etc.) leads
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us to con clu sion that in the 16th cen tury trea son was re garded in Po land as some -
thing dis hon or able, some thing suit able for ple be ians and for eign ers only.

Valerij Stepankow
The Rev o lu tion ary Out burst of 1648 as Seen by the Zaporozhian
Host: «The Be trayal of the King» or the Le git i mate Right to Pro test?

The ar ti cle ad dresses the prob lem of the lead ers of the Zaporozhian Host prov ing 
the le git i macy of the rev o lu tion ary out burst of 1648. At ten tion is paid to the Cos -
sacks’ in creas ing so cial and po lit i cal aware ness dur ing 1630s, re al iz ing there rights
as knights and gain ing func tions of the «po lit i cal na tion». The au thor con tra dicts at -
tempts at de pict ing the Cos sacks as a mil i tary so ci ety, iden ti cal to mer ce nar ies with
all their wicked traits. The au thor sup ports the idea of all the par tic i pants of the out -
burst re gard ing their ac tions as fully le git i mate, as they were not only de fend ing
their class priv i leges, but also the rights and free doms the King granted the
Ruthenian nation and the Orthodox Church.

Larysa Dovha
«Be trayal» in the Com pen dium by I. Gizel «Piece with God to Man»

The au thor fo cuses on views of I. Gizel about «trea son» in the con text of tra di -
tions of Chris tian di vin ity. It is men tioned that ev ery sin was treated by Gizel un der
this con cept be cause abil ity to the sin was vi o la tion of loy alty to God and his com -
mand ments. How ever, the au thor be lieves that in more nar row def i ni tion of con cept 
«trea son» Gizel pushed off from re al i ties of daily oc cur rence, in par tic u lar, from ju -
di cial prac tice of the Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth. Le gal ap proach, se lected
by him for the anal y sis of sin as a crime ac com plished against God, jus tice, ab so lute 
law, and com mon bless ing, re sulted in that «trea son» is ex posed not so much
through the prism of moral es ti ma tion of act, as from the point of view of a dan ger
which it can rep re sent for po lit i cal sta bil ity or con sent in given com mu nity.
Righorism tra di tional for Or tho dox eth ics in re la tion to es ti ma tion of hu man acts is
trans fer able on an at tempt to co-or di nate strict moral principles of the Church with
the terms of the real earthly life of laymen.

Sergiy Plohij
In the name of Moth er land: Loy alty and Be trayal of Ivan Mazepa

The au thor stud ies the trans for ma tion of the con cept of «moth er land» in the
com mu nity of the Cos sacks elite of the sec ond half of the 17th – early 18th cen tury:
start ing from the tra di tional for the Pol ish-Lith u a nian Com mon wealth view on
moth er land as «Old Ruthenia» up to iden ti fy ing it as the Hetmanate. There fore
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the author claims that the con cept of «moth er land» was ba sic for the at tempts both
to le git i mize and to dis credit Mazepa’s up ris ing against the tsar in 1708.

Mazepa and his sup port ers ex plained their up ris ing by their ag i ta tion for moth er -
land’s in teg rity and wel fare, as the at tempt to lib er ate it from for eign yoke. There
were Mazepa’s speeches and man i fests that had in tro duces the con cept of moth er -
land as high est value and the ob ject of fi del ity. Due to this rhet o ric, Pe ter I, speak -
ing pri mar ily about Mazepa’s trea son of the tsar him self, later turned to speak about 
his trea son of moth er land. On the con trary, the tsar trayed to pres ent his ac tions as
the de fense of «Lit tle Rus sians na tion» against it’s en e mies, that were moved by
per sonal am bi tions and the in ten tion to en rich theirselve. It is im por tant, that, ad -
dress ing to his «Lit tle Rus sian» sub jects, Pe ter I speaks about «their» (not «our»)
moth er land; on the con trary pro noun «our» is widely used by the representatives of
the Church and civil elites of the Hetmanate.

The au thor also de scribes the ap pear ance of the con cept of Rus sian mon ar chy
(thanks to Theophan Prokopovych) as com mon moth er land and ob ject of fi del ity of 
all the sub jects of the tsar, and anal y ses its con tro ver sial rep re sen ta tion in
Hrabianka and Velychko discourses.

Fi nally, the au thor notes, that in the drama «Grace of God», pre sented by stu -
dents of the Kyiv-Mohyla Acad emy to honor the res to ra tion of the Hetmanate, the
con cept of moth er land equals Ukraine, or Lit tle Rus sia, not Rus sia. This dem on -
strates that the tra di tion of Mazepa and Orlyk dom i nated in the Hetmanate over
the tra di tion of Prokopovych.
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